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G.A. Circ. n° 1

January 5th, 2010
To All WUCWO Member Organizations and Board Members
Dear Friends, Sisters in Christ:

Our General Assembly planned for October 5-11th 2010 in the Holy Land will be an extraordinary opportunity for members of WUCWO from all over the world to convene for 6 days of prayer, study, pilgrimage and participation in the 2010 WUCWO Statutory Assembly. The extraordinary venue of this gathering has led us to reflect on a way of combining the different aspects of the Assembly so as to make this Centenary Celebration the most meaningful and fruitful for all of us and to lay the groundwork for our Organization’s next 100 years of service to the Church and women of the world.

For this reason, the Study Days will consist of lectures by renowned speakers, visits to the Holy Places, discussions, and, most of all, celebrations of the Holy Eucharist and prayer. In order to prepare ourselves for the rich content of the Study Days, we invite WUCWO Member Organizations to encourage their own members, whether or not they will be physically present at the 2010 Assembly, to join in prayer and study during these next nine (9) months.  

Participants are invited to read the Sacred Scriptures in order to hear the voice of God and be enlightened in mind and heart as we prepare to encounter the Lord more deeply at this turning point in WUCWO’s history.  

In addition, participants are asked to reflect on the following points and prepare written contributions. These should be sent to the Secretariat by e-mail before the 31st of July 2010. Those who are unable to attend the Assembly but who wish to contribute by answering the questionnaire are warmly invited to do so. 

May our Blessed Mother Mary, Queen of Peace, keep you in her loving embrace as we prepare together for this important event.

 

In Christ Jesus,
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Karen M. Hurley
President General

“You will be my witnesses” (Acts 1:8)

2010 WUCWO Centenary Assembly - Preparatory Study

1. Reflect on the faithful witness of women, especially their personal qualities, and cite examples including those among:


Women of the Old Testament

(e.g. Shiphrah and Puah – Exodus 1:15-21; Ruth - Book of Ruth; Susanna – 

Daniel 13: 1-64)


Women of the New Testament 

(e.g. Mary, Elizabeth, the Samaritan Woman)


Canonized Saints 

(e.g. St. Catherine of Siena, St. Teresa of Avila, St. Therese of Lisieux)


Modern Day 

(e.g. St. Josephine Bakhita, Blessed Teresa of Calcutta, Blessed Gianna Beretta Molla)

2. Reflect on the role of women from the time of the founding of WUCWO in 1910 through the present day.  How can the God-given dignity of women (as expressed in Mulieris Dignitatem; Letter to the Bishops of the Catholic Church on the Collaboration of Men and Women in the Church and in the World, etc.)  be authentically supported through the next 100 years in:


Family


Church


Society

3. How do WUCWO Member Organizations witness their Catholic faith amidst pressing challenges:


Moral 


Religious

Political


Economic

4. List ways in which WUCWO can expand services to our existing Member Organisations, increase support to women in the Middle East, as well as women in countries in all regions which are not currently members of WUCWO.

Recommended scriptures:  John 2: 1-11 (Cana); John 4: 4-42 (Samaritan Woman); Luke 1: 46-55 (Magnificat); Luke 23: 54-24: 12 (Burial and Resurrection of the Lord); John 20: 11-19 (Mary of Magdala); Acts 1: 8 (Mission-Witness)

Recommended bibliography includes:  Evangelii Nuntiandi, Pope Paul VI;  Christifideles Laici, Mulieris Dignitatem, Redemptoris Missio, Redemptoris Mater, Letter to Women,  Pope John Paul II; Sacramentum Caritatis; Deus Caritas Est; Spe Salvi; Caritas in Veritate; Letter to the Bishops of the Catholic Church on the Collaboration of Men and Women in the Church and in the World (2004); The Sign of the Woman:  An Introductory Essay on the Encyclical Redemptoris Mater,  Pope Benedict XVI; 

Catechism of the Catholic Church; Compendium of the Social Doctrine of the Church. 
All this material can be found on the Internet at the following address: http://www.vatican.va/
Also the Pontifical Council for the Family’s Lexicon of Ambiguous and Debatable Terms regarding Family Life and Ethical Questions (published in Spanish by Palabra, in French by Tequi and in English by Human Life International).

Responses should be sent to the Paris Secretariat by e-mail before the 31st of July 2010.
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